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FRENCH  -EGYPTIAN  AGREEMENT 
TO  INCREASE  COTTON  TRADE 

France  is  expected  to  import  more  cotton  from  Egypt  in  the  next  6 
months  under  new  financing  arrangsmsnts  -with  a  fixed  exchange  premium  of 
Si  percent  for  French  francs,  according  to  B.       L,  Timmons,  Acting  Minister 
for  Economic  Affairs,  American  Embassy-  Paris,    The  exchange  premium  is 
equivalent  to  a  price  discount  of  this  amount.    Only  Ashmouni  and  Giza  30 
varieties  are  involved.    Cotton  valued  at  approximately  LE  3  million  ($8.6 
million)  is  expected  to  move  urder  these  arrangements  ■which  are  planned  to 
reduce  Egypt's  debit  balance  in  the  French  clearing  account  "by  this  amount. 

The  plan,  which  '.rill  extend  the  entitlement  discount  scheme  to  the 
French  franc  for  Ashmouni  and  Giza  30  cottons,  will  apply  to  new  contracts 
concluded  between  February  21  and  June  30,  1955,  to  be  shipped  before  the 
end  of  August  1955. 

Imports  of  cotton  into  France  during  August-December  195^  amounted  to 
588,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  or  17  percent  higher  than  imports  of 
50*1,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  of  1953.    Principal  sources  of 
French  cotton  imports  in  August -Dec ember  195*+,  with  figures  for  August- 
December  1953  in  parentheses  were?    United  States  191,-000  bales  (120,000); 
Syria,  Turkey,  Uganda  and  Iran  122,000  (96, 000);  French  Colonies  109.000 
(8l,0C0);  Egypt  71,000  (99,000);  Brazil  and  Argentina  51,000  (1(7,000); 
India  and  Pakistan  19,000  (U6,000);  Peru  and  Paraguay  1*1,000  (15,000); 
and  Mexico  10,000  (300). 

(Continued  on  Page  3°5) 
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BELGIUM  SETS  DATES  FOR  IMPORTS 
OF  APPLES  AND  PEARS 

Due  to  low  prices  for  iocally-grown  pears  and  apples,  the  Belgian 
Government  delayed  authorizing  imports  this  year*    Belgian  imports  of 
pears  will  he  permitted  March  1,  1955 «    Apples  may  he  imported  "beginning 
April  15;  1955>  except  that  apples  from  the  Netherlands  have  not  "been 
restricted.    Funds  are  now  available  for  purchasing  apples,  and  it  is 
presumed  that  licenses  will  be  issued  so  that  the  apples  may  arrive  in 
Belgium  by  April  15  * 

1954  RAISIN    AND  CURRANT 
PRODUCTION  LOWER 

The  195^  commercial  production  of  raisins  in  the  leading  world- 
producing  countries  is  estimated  at  if69,OGO  short  tons,  compared  with  535,000 
tons  in  1953,  and  the  19^3-52  average  of  ^66,000  tons,    The  largest  re- 
duction in  the  195^-  crop  occurred  in  the  United  States,  where  approxi- 
mately one -half  of  the  commercial  raisins  are  produced. 

Both  domestic  consumption  and  foreign  demand  for  raisins  in  most  coun- 
tries has  been  better  than  normal;    Most  of  the  foreign  countries  expect 
that  stocks  of  raisins  will  be  negligible  at  the  end  of  the  current 
marketing  season.    Prices  are  somewhat  higher  than  the  prevailing  levels 
of  last  season, 

REDUCTIONS  IN  FRENCH  CAMEROON  AND 
NIGERIA  COCOA  CROP  REPORTED 

Official  information  recently  received  reveals  estimated  decreases 
in  the  195^-55  cocoa  bean  crop  of  both  the  French  Cameroons  and  Nigeria. 

French  Cameroon  production  for  the  current  season  is  now  estimated 
to  be  121,253,000  pounds  which  is  a  reduction  of  11,023,000  pounds  from 
the  original  forecast. 

Total  Nigerian  output  is  now  reported  to  be  179,200,000  pounds  or 
less  as  compared  to  187,000,000  pounds  previously  estimated.    As  pre- 
viously indicated  in  Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCB-C-2-55;  of  March  11, 
1955,  a  considerable  quantity  of  cocoa  (8,960,000  -  13,UU0,000  pounds)  in 
the  Western  Region  cannot  qualify  under  present  grading  standards  and  as 
a  temporary  measure  a  "sub-grade"  cocoa  has  been  introduced  to  facilitate 
the  separate  purchase  of  these  inferior  stocks.    This  deterioration  of  the 
Nigerian  crop  is  claimed  to  be  the  result  of  abnormally  heavy  and  pro- 
longed rains  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  which  impaired  the  drying 
process  and  resulted  in  an  exceptionally  high  incidence  of  defective  beans. 

As  a  result  of  these  lower  estimates  of  the  Nigeria  and  French 
Cameroon  crops,  total  world  cocoa  bean  production  for  the  195^-55  season 
is  now  forecast  at  1,69^  million  pounds.    This  is  a  reduction  of  only  1 
percent  as  compared  to  the  March  11  forecast,  but  is  still  7  percent  above 
1953-5^  world  production. 
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INDIAN  CURRENT  RAW  JUTE 
SUPPLY  BARELY  ADEQUATE 

The  supply  of  raw  jute  for  Indian  mills  duriug  the  current  crop 
year  is  estimated  as  adequate  but  not  encouraging.,  according  to  reports 
by  Foreign  Service  officers,    Both  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  crops  are 
reported  as  larger  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the  carry-over  by 
mills  is  estimated  as  slightly  smaller,  and  mill  consumption  is  esti- 
mated to  exceed  last  yearns  consumption. 


Ac  erage  and  Product! on 

The  final  official  estimate  of  the  all-India  jute  crop  for ^ 195^-55 
reports  the  area  at  1,273,000  acres  and  production  at  1,261.2  million 
pounds,  as  corn-oared  with  the  partially  revised  estimates  of  1,196*000 
acres  and  l,251o6  million  pounds  in  1953-5*+,  and  1,817,000  acres  and 
1,82+2.0  million  nor.nds  in  1952-53*    The  Indian  Central  Jute  Committee, 
however,  places  the  crop  higher  by  about  100  million  pounds,  and  the 
trade  estimate  is  still  maintained  at  1,680  million  pounds,    The  trade 
estimate  for  the  1953  crop  was  1,1+00  million  pounds. 


Supply  and  Distrib  ution 

The  sunply  of  raw  jute  in  India  for  the  195I+-55  season  (using  of- 
ficial crop  estimates)  is  estimated  at  about  1^833  million  pounds 
available  during  the  season,  consisting  of  the  1,261,2  million  pounds  of 
Indian  crop  and  stocks  of  572  million  pounds  at  the  beginning^of ^ the 
season.    The  195 3-5*+  total  supply  was  estimated  at  about  2, 490  million 
pounds,  consisting  of  a  crop  of  1,251.6  million,  a  carry-over  of  6hk 
million,  and  imports  from  Pakistan  of  600  million, 

Current  consumption,  with  the  increased  working  hours  of  the  Indian 
jute  mills  at  h&  hours  a  week,  is  estimated  at  2,320  million  pounds  for 
the  season.    This  consumption  exceeds  by  196  million  the  estimate  of 
2,12l+  million  pounds  in  the  preceding  season. 

Total  Indian  requirements  of  raw  jute  for  the  current  season  would 
be  about  2,360  million  pounds,  including  kO  million  for  domestic  con- 
sumption.   As  the  internal    supply  is  estimated  at  1.833  million  pounds, 
it  would  appear  that  the  shortfall  would  be  about  528  million  pounds  to 
which  at  least  another  hOO  million  should  be  added  for  carry-over  stocks 
at  the  end  of  the  season 0    The  overall  shortfall,  therefore,  would  be 
about  928  million  pounds,  and  this  has  to  be  met  by  imports  from  Pakistan. 

The  final  official  estimate  of  the  Pakistani  jute  crop  for  the 
I95I4-55  season  puts  the  yield  and  acreage  at  1,083*3  million  pounds  and 
1  150  COO  acres  (including  Sylhet  and  Chittagong  Hill  Tracts).    With  the 
carry-over  of  hhO  million  pounds  from  last  season  a  total  is  reached  of 
1  523.3  million  pounds „    According  to  the  Indian  Central  Jute  Committee, 
a' reliable  trade  estimate  of  Pakistani  origin  envisages  a  larger  yield 
of  1,800  BdllAoa  pounds  from  the  current  season's  crop. 
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The  combined  Jute  corp  for  195^-55  in  India  and  Pakistan,  together 
with  the  carry-over  from  last  season  in  both  countries,  is  expected  to 
be  between3;3oO  and  3,960  million  pounds.    The  ICJC  estimates  world 
cons\xruption  of  raw  jute  in  the  current  season  at  about  3;?2Q  million 
pounds,  consisting  of  the  Indian  requirements  of  Z$^6Q  million  pounds , 
1,200  million  for  overseas  exports,  and  l6o  million  for  use  in  Pakistan. 

From  the  above  calculations  there  is  little  indication  of  a  phys- 
ical shortage,  but  the  outlook  for  the  industry,  is  so  far  as  the  raw 
jute  supply  is  concerned,  is  not  very  encouraging*    As  the  mills  would 
require  about  2,^00  million  pounds  of  raw  jute  and  if  mill  production 
be  maintained  at  the  present  level,  India  would  have  to  import  over 
800  million  pounds  from  Pakistan,    Whether  imports  of  such  a  large 
quantity  are  possible  is  difficult  to  forecast  at  this  time* 


Consumption 

The  consumption  of  raw  jute  has  increased  considerably  with  resump- 
tion by  the  Indian  jute  mills  of  work  at  1+8  hours  a  week  from  October 

The  total  consumption  of  raw  jute  by  member  mills  of  the  Indian 
Jute  Mills  Association  for  the  first  half  of  the  195^-55  season  (July- 
December,  195*4 )  amounted  to  1,153,6  million  pounds,  showing  an  increase 
of  13^  million  compared  with  1,00^*8  million  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year* 

Foreign  Trade  -  Imports 

In  spite  of  the  strong  rumors  of  low  imports  of  raw  jute  from 
Pakistan  into  India  the  supply  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  current 
season  ( October -Dec ember ,  195 1*)  was  quite  encouraging.    The  total  supply 
amounted  to  1**2.8  million  pounds  in  the  following  order  --  1*5.2,  k8  ,k  and 
1*9.2  million  pounds,  respectively,  in  October,  November,  and  December, 
195^.    This  shows  increased  imports  by  20  million  pounds  over  the  122.8 
million  imported  during  the  corresponding  period  in  1953,  and  6k  million 
over  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  season. 


Arrivals  of  Paw  Jute 


Paw  jute  arrivals  from  Pakistan  at  Calcutta  and  mill  stations 
during  the  second  quarter  of  the  current  season  (October-December,  195-0 
were  about  1^2.8  million  pounds  as  compared  to  122.8  million  in  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1953-51*.    Paw  jute  arrivals  from  India  during 
the  second  quarter  were  300  .8  .million  pounds  as  compared  to  1*97-6 
million  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  past  season, 

Receipt  of  Paw  Jute 

Receipt  of  raw  jute  by  mills  of  the  I  J  M  A  during  the  second 
quarter  of  the  195^-55  season  (October -December,  195*0  totaled^820 .8 
million  pounds,  of  which  119.6  million  came  from  Pakistan  and  701.2 
million  were  of  Indian  origin.    For  the  corx-o^ponding  period  of  1953 
the  total  was  58U  million  pouxvia,  of  which  82.8  million  were  Pakistani 
and  y01.2  'iiwe  Indian. 
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Stocks 

Stocks  of  raw  jute  held  by  the  IJMA  mills  in  Calcutta  at  the 
end  of  December  195^-  were  estimated  at  522  million  pounds  compared  with 
570  million  at  the  end  of  December  1953.    Stocks  at  the  end  of  October 
195k  were  327  million  pounds  and  at  the  end  of  November  were  kkk  million 
pounds,  compared  with  502  and  530  million  pounds,  respectively,  at  the 
end  of  the  same  months  in  1953. 

Prices 

Prices  of  raw  jute  generally  moved  upward  during  the  October- 
December  quarter,    Owing  to  holidays  in  India  the  jute  market  was  more  or 
less  closed  during  the  first  half  of  October  195ka    During  this  period 
the  increased  working  time  of  the  mills  from  1+5  to  kd  hours  a  week  was 
announced,  but  little  or  no  effect  was  noticed  on  the  jute  market.  A 
moderate  business  was  done  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month  and  the 
market  remained  quiet.    The  price  of  Assam  bottoms  dropped  in  October 
to  6.7  cents  a  pound  from  6C9  cents  in  September  195^,  but  advanced  by 
about  0.7  cents  during  November.    The  advance  was  due 'to  the  short 
supply  of  Indian  jute  and  the  low  imports  of  Pakistani  jute  after  the 
sudden  cancellation  of  trade  licenses  of  some  jute  dealers  in  Pakistan* 

During  December  jute  prices  were  steady  with  Assam  bottoms  on  offer 
at  7.8  cents  a  pound.    The  official  announcement  of  the  restoration  of 
trading  licenses  in  Pakistan  caused  a  slight  buying  interest  to  develop, 
but  the  uncertain  trading  conditions  in  Pakistan  made  the  sellers  in- 
clined to  be  reserved. 

Outlook 

The  working  time  agreement  of  the  Indian  Jute  Mill  Association  has 
been  extended  for  another  period  of  5  years.    At  present  the  mills  are 
working  1+8  hours  a  week  with  12^  percent  of  the  looms  sealed.    For  a 
48-hour  working  week  the  Indian  mills  require  about  2,1+00  million  pounds 
of  raw  jute  a  year.    This  quantity  is  excluded  from  the  demand  for  the 
raw  materials  which  would  arise  after  removal  of  the  sealing  of  the  12% 
percent  of  the  loomage.    In  view  of  the  difference  of  opinion  regarding 
the  available  supplies  of  raw  jute  this  season,  owing  to  flood  damage 
in  both  India  and  Pakistan,  no  clear  picture  of  the  size  of  the  crop  is 
available.    Judged  from  the  present  position  regarding  the  requirements 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  supply,  some  shortage  of  raw  jute  is  feared 
towards  the  end  of  the  current  season. 

HONDUPAN  COFFEE 
SITUATION 

The  coffee  crop  just  harvested  in  Honduras  is  reported  to  have  been 
good.    Exports  in  1955  should  rise  to  perhaps  2k  million  pounds,  a  20- 
percent  increase  over  195I+.    Total  exports  for  the  past  k  years  are  as 
follows: 
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Calendar  year 


Pounds 


1951 
1952 
1953 


18,108,566 
18 ',199, 126 

2^783,8^* 


J  anuary-N  0  vembe  r 
195^ 


20,209.092 


Approximately  90  percent  of  the  coffee  exports  of  Honduras  move  to 
the  United  States,  These  exports  to  the  United  States  constitute  about 
one  percent  of  total  United  States  imports  of  coffee. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  a  producers1  strike.    Trade  circles  point 
cut  that  the  difficulty  of  estimating  a  break-even  point  for  Honduran 
coffee  producers  is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  coffee  "fincas"  are 
usually  small  -  approximately  75  percent  of  Honduran  coffee  plantations, 
which  produce  60  percent  of  Honduran  coffee,  are  3.ess  than  50  acres. 
However,  they  estimate  that  coffee  would  have  to  drop  to  $.35  per  pound 
f.o.b,  Honduran  port  before  there  would  be  serious  curtailment  of  pro- 
duction.   The  best  local  coffee  sells  at  retail  for    80  cents  per  pound, 
but  poorer,  adulterated  brands  can  be  bought  as  low  as    50  cents  per 
pound. 

To  alleviate  the  situation,  the  government  is  considering  reducing 
the  $7«50  export  tax  per  60-kilo  bag  effective  last  January  1  to  $5.00. 
Another  measure;  which  is  meeting  with  opposition  in  some  sectors  of 
the  coffee  trade,  is  the  proposal  to  create  a  National  Coffee  Office 
which  would  assist  primarily  the  small  coffee  producers.    The  Office 
would  attempt  to  increase  the  producers'  income  by  eliminating  or 
reducing  some  of  the  "middlemen's  charges"  collected  by  coffee  buyers 
and  brokers.    The  Office  wculd  also  collect  statistics  and  samples, 
distribute  educational  material,  and  free  seeds,  and  in  general  endeavor 
to  increase  the  production  and  improve  the  quality  of  Honduran  coffee. 
Coffee  buyers  and  exporters  complain  that  the  proposed  law  would  mean 
unjustified  government  intervention  and  bureaucratic  control^  and  dupli- 
cation of  the  present  coffee  programs  of  the  National  Development  Bank 
and  of  the  Ministry  of  Natural  Resources. 

Like  all  other  coffee -producing  countries,  the  recent  drop  in 
coffee  prices  is  causing  serious  loss  and  worry  to  both  producers  and 
exporters.    The  present  prices  paid  to  producers  is  around  35  cents  per 
pound  which,  with  transportation,  taxes  and  other  expenses  added, 
means  about  $,45  per  pound  fao,b„  Honduran  port0    More  disturbing  is  the 
thinness  of  buyers'  offers;  local  trade  circles  complain  that  instead 
of  getting  firm  bids  from  United  States  importers,  all  they  get  are 
offers  to  ship  on  a  consignment  basis 0    Consignment  shipments  to  United 
States  ports  incur  heavy  warehouse  expenses  while  awaiting  sale  at  an 
unknown  price,  and;  more  important >  deprive  the  local  exporter  of  his 
freedom  to  ship  to  other  United  States  ports  or  to  Europe. 

While  the  government  is  concerned  over  the  drop  in  coffee  prices, 
it  is  hoped  that  increased  exports  during  1955  will  maintain  foreign 
exchange  earnings  from  coffee  close  to  195^  levels.    This  vould 
necessitate  a  price  of  $.55  per  pound  f^o„b.  Honduran  port. 
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oVITZSvLAND'S  TRADE 
IN  DAIRY  PRODUCTS  - 

Switzerland' s  export  trade  in  dairy  products  in  195*4  increased  about 
15  percent  over  1953,  while  import  trade  declined  about  36  percent.  Over-all 
exports  in  195^  consisted  largely  of  cheese,  approximately  28  percent  of 
which  was  shipped  to  Italy,  23  percent  to  the  United  States.    Of  total  im- 
ports, the  largest  part  of  which  was  cheese,  approximately  75  percent  was 
supplied  by  Italy. 


SWITZERLAND:    Trade  in  Dairy  Products, 
195*+  compared  with  1953 


1953 

195^ 

Item  : 

t 

Imports  I 

Exports 

Imports  \ 

Exports 

• 
* 

• 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000  : 
pounds  : 

1,000 
pounds 

• 

Condensed  Milk  l/  : 
Dried  Milk  2/  : 

13,075 

2,767 
1,162 

37 
1,81*1 
5,807 
3,600 
5,520 

2  : 

:  119 
:  28,823 
:  10,97^ 
;  koQ 
:  k0,32k 
\  9,0*43 

!  7,791 

l4,l}29  ! 

':  2,892 
756 

•  60 
:  2,531 
:  6,239 
:  3,827 
i  3,298 

2 

\  110 
:  36,330 
:  10,569 
:  I487 
:  147,1+96 
\  10,611 
1  7,791 

1/  Condensed,  evaporated,  sterilized  and  other  milk. 
2/  Includes  milk  base,  baby  and  dietetic  foods. 


DUTCH  BUTTERMAKING  EXPERIMENT 
APPEARS  SUCCESSFUL 

The  Australian  Dairy  Produce  Board  discloses  in  its  Dairy  Review  that 
the  Netherlands  experiment  of  butter  making  with  cold-stored  frozen  cream 
is  apparently  successful.    Twelve  dairy  plants  in  the  Netherlands  have  been 
participating  in  the  experiment. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  Netherlands  butter  production  is  made 
during  the  flush  season  and  the  butter  stored  for  later  sale.  Several 
of  the  importers  of  Netherlands'  butter  have  shown  no  interest  in 
the  cold-storage  butter.    In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  trade 
the  Dutch  turned  to  the  testing  of  storing  the  cream,  instead  of  the 
butter,  and  making  the  butter  as  the  need  arose. 

It  is  reported  that  butter  made  from  the  atoned  frozen  cream  has 
the  same  taste  as  fr^sh  butter.  Furthermore,  it  has  a  hlgbex-  Vitamin 
A  content  and  is  said  to  ajno^d  more  easily. 
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SORMOME  STIMULATES  WOOL  GROWTH  OF 
NSW  ZEALAND  SHEEP 

At  the  conference  of  the  New  Zealand  Society  for  Animal  Production 
during  February,  a  professor  of  animal  husbandry  at  Canterbury  Agricultural 
College  read  a  paper  stating  that  during  the  past  two  ye?rs  he  had  in- 
creased the  rate  of  wool  growth  on  sheep  in  experiments  by  giving  them 
pills  containing  a  synthetic  hormone  L- thyroxine.    He  said  these  experiments 
showed  an  annual  wool  growth  rate  15  percent  higher  than  that  for  "control" 
sheep,    The  experiments  have  been  restricted  to  penned  corriedales  at  the 
college  but  they  will  now  be  applied  on  100  Pomney  crossbred  sheep  on  a 
Canterbury  farm. 

The  synthetic  hormone  L- thyroxine  pills  (manufactured  by  a  British 
chemical  firm/  are  cheap  and  easily  administered.    The  use  of  this  method 
on  a  large  scale  should  give  an  added  boost  to  New  Zealand's  increasing 
output  of  wool. 

New  Zealand's  lQ^-55  wool  clip  is  still  officially  estimated  at 
a  record  level  of  1*34  million  pounds,  greasy  basis,  but  it  probably  will 
exceed  this  amount  mainly  because  of  increases  in  sheep  numbers. 

Sheep  production  is  expanding  at  a  much  faster  rate  than  that  of  other 
livestock,    The  results  of  the  annual  collection  of  sheep  returns  by  the 
New  Zealand  Department  of  Agriculture  as  of  June  30,  I9?4,  show  a  record 
number  of  38  million  sheep,  an  increase  of  S  percent  over  1953 >  The 
number  of  sheep  owners  increased  by  786  to  a  total  of  36,209  as  of  June,  1954. 

The  grazing  industry  in  New  Zealand  is  expanding  in  two  directions, 
and  this  obviously  calls  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  livestock.  One 
form  of  expansion  is  the  bringing  of  new  land  into  production.    The  Lands 
Department  is  developing  larger  areas  of  new  land,  while  individual  farmers 
are  developing  smaller  areas  which  have  been  unproductive.    The  other  form 
of  expansion  is  in  increased  productivity  through  the  use  of  fertilizer, 
drainage,  reseeding,  new  strains  of  grasses  and  clovers  and  better  grazing 
management . 

The  phenomenal  growth  of  aerial  top  dressing  of  pastures  over  the 
past  5  years  should  be  noted.    During  the  past  year  over  a  quarter  of  the 
total  area  top-dressed  in  New  Zealand  was  treated  from  the  air.    In  total, 
aerial  top-dressing  covered  about  2  million  acres  with  447  million  pounds 
of  fertilizer. 

NEW  MEAT  PACKING  PLANT 
IN  ETHIOPIA 

A  foreign  firm  has  finally  received  authorization  to  erect  a  meat 
packing  plant  in  Diredawa,  Ethiopia.    During  the  last  few  months  this  firm 
has  been  shipping  substantial  numbers  of  live  animals  for  slaughter  at 
Djibouti  pending  the  approval,  by  the  Ethiopian  government  of  the  proposed  con- 
cession  agreement. 


293 


Foreign  Crop a  and  Markets 


Vol.  70,  No,  12 


Meat  packing  and  canning  possibilities  in  Ethiopia  have  attracted 
considerable  attention  in  recent  years,  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets , 
May  31,  195*0.,  at  least  two  other  foreign  investors  have  applied  for 
concessions  to  operate  meat  packing  establishments.    However,  none  of 
these  concessions  had  "been  approved. 

It  is  expected  that  exports  of  frozen  beef  during  the  coming 
year  and  thereafter  will  increase  materially,  particularly  if  Israel's 
Red  Sea  ports  can  be  opened.    Exports  of  frczen  meat,  mostly  to  Israel, 
more  than  doubled  during  the  past  year.    The  total  for  the  year  ended 
September  10,  195*?  and  -was  about  3.2  million  pounds  compared  -with  1.3 
million  a  year  earlier.    Exports  of  canned  meat  from  Ethiopia  during 
the  year  ending  September  10,  193*1  were  almost  as  large  as  the  previous 
year . 

WESTERN  GERMANY'S 
HATCHING  INDUSTRY 

Germany's  main  hatching  season  of  laying  breeds  is  from  mid- January 
to  the  end  of  May.    Hatcheries  using  primarily  European-made  equipment, 
are  located  throughout  the  country . 

Day  old  chicks  of  lightweight  breeds  sell  for  29  to  36  cents  each  for 
females  and  straight  runs  1*1  to  19  cents  each.    Medium  -weight  breeds 
sell  for  ^3  to  52  cents  and  21  to  2o  cents  respectively.    Germany rs 
hen  population  on  December  3>  195^  'was  estimated  at  52, 153^ COO  with 
21,177,000  under  a  year  and  30,97^,000  over  a  year  old,  according  to 
John  J.  Eaggerty,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Bonn. 

Germany  in  the  past  has  imported  hatching  eggs  and  baby  chicks  from 
foreign  countries  in  order  to  improve  and  expand  its  flocks.    The  Nether- 
lands and  Denmark  are  the  traditional  sources  of  eggs  and  poultry  products 
imported  into  Germany.    It  was  reported  that  United  States  hybrid  chicks 
in  195^  were  imported  into  Germany  from  the  Netherlands.    This  may  well 
be  because  United  States  hybrid  chick  exports  to  Belgium  and  the  Nether- 
lands have  occurred  in  recent  years.    United  States  hybrid  chicks  could 
be  imported  into  Germany  from  the  Netherlands  by  the  well-known  "switch- 
transaction",  where  dollars  are  obtained  from  a  Dutch  broker  at  2  or  3 
percent,  thereby  conserving  Germany's  dollar  holdings,  which  are  considered 
to  be  ample  as  well  as  help  Germany  to  reduce  its  European  Payments 
Union  credit  balance. 

From  the  standpoint  of  direct  trade  by  United  States  breeders,  with 
some  of  the  world1 a  finest  poultry  stock,  to  German  importers,  it  would 
be  most  advantageous  if  baby  chicks  and  hatching  eggs  were  put  on  the 
German  list  of  liberalized  goods  from  the  dollar  area.    At  present  they 
are  not  on  this  list. 
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If  United  Slaus  baby  cliicl.s  and.  hatching  eggs  wer.  on  the  liberalized 
dollar  area  list  the  following  import  regulations  would  apply.  Each 
importation  of  day-old  chicks,  as  well  as  hatching  eggs,  must  have  the 
prior  authority  of  the  Laender  Admini strati ons *    Day-old  chicks  imported 
under  permission  wil]  be  confined  with  the  receiver  for  two  weeks  under 
official  veterinary  observation.    At  the  end  of  this  period  a  final  ex- 
amination decides  whether  the  chicks  are  free  of  contageous  diseases  or 
not.    In  case  of  no  adverse  findings,  the  chicks  are  released  and  can  be 
moved  from  one  place  to  another „    The  importation  of  breeding  poultry  and 
hatching  eggs  is  free  of  duty,  except  for  a  k:p  import  equalization  tax. 

COLOMBIA  EGG  IMPORTS 
CONTINUE  TO  DECLINE 

It  was  recently  announced  in  th.-  Bogota  Press  that  a  representative  of 
the  Bogota  Cooperative,  which  has  a  number  of  food  outlets,  intended  to 
speak  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  see  if  there  could  be  any  relaxation 
on  the  poultry  disease  free  certificate  the  Colombian  Government  now  requires 
on  all  imported  eggs.    The  cooperative  is  definitely  interested  in  import- 
ing United  States  eggs. 

Since  last  October  22,  United  States  market  egg  exports  hav?  dropped 
drastically  because  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  on  that  date  required 
all  permits  issued  in  the  future,  allowing  the  importation  of  market  eggs, 
must  be  accompanied,  by  certificates  stating  the  eggs  were  produced  from 
flocks  clean  of  various  poultry  diseases  including  Newcastle. 

Since  December  until  recently,  small  importations  of  eggs  in  Colombia 
were  made  by  various  United  States  exporters  who  were  able  to  produce 
certificates  acceptable  to  the  Colombian  authorities.    These  certificates, 
it  is  reported,  are  now  being  questioned  by  Colombian  officials  as  to 
whether  they  carry  the  guarantee  they  are  seeking. 

Since  last  summer,  when  Colombia  began  to  import  large  quantities  of 
market  eggs,  domestic  poultry  producer  pressures,  disease  prevention  re- 
strictions, and  general  economic  conditions  constanly  affected  this  trade. 

For  example,  in  view  of  the  recent  loss  of  revenue  due  to  the  sharp  drop 
in  coffee  prices  on  the  New  York  market,  the  Colombian  Government  has  recent- 
ly issued  a  series  of  new  import  regulations  which  divide  all  imports  into 
separate  divisions-Preferential  Groups  1-1V,  and  Prohibited.    Eggs  are  in  a 
relatively  favored  position  having  been  placed  in  Group  1,  but  even  this 
group  imposes  a  tax  of  10  percent  over  and  above  the  regular  customs  duties 
of  approximately  9  cents  per  pound  specific  duty,  (converted  to  the  official 
rate  2.5  pesos  per  dollar)  and  5  percent  ad  valorem,,  according  to  Quenxin  R. 
Bates,  Agricultural  Attache,  Bogota. 
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LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS  SET 
NEW  RECORDS  IN  FRANCE 

Frcm  the  farmer's  standpoint  livestock  enterprises  constituted 
a  bright  spot  in  the  French  Agricultural  economy  in  195*+ •    Meat  production 
was  large  and  prices  remained  relatively  stable,  according  to  Omer  W. 
Herrmann,  Agricultural  Attache,  Paris. 

Total  meat  production  daring  195*+  was  estimated  to  be  8  percent  above 
1953 j  despite  a  2-percent  drop  in  hog  slaughter.    Beef  and  veal  production 
was  up  19  and  13  percent,  respectively.    Livestock  numbers,  except  horses, 
are  at  record  levels.    It  is  expected  that  they  will  continue  to  increase 
and  in  .1955  will  establish  new  all-time  highs.    The  trade  believes  that 
spring  farrowings  in  1955  will  be  greater  than  a  year  earlier,  and  that 
hog  slaughter  will  increase  during  the  fall  and  winter  cf  1955-56. 

Prices  of  meat  animals  have  been  relatively  stable  and  have  been 
actively  supported  by  an  aggressive  well-directed  Government  export  pro- 
gram which  moved  the  carcass  equivalent  of  220  million  pounds  of  meat  from 
the  country  during  195^-.    Most  of  this  was  low-grade  beef  and  represented 
about  10  percent  of  the  commercial  slaughter  for  the  year.  Approximately 
hk  million  pounds  was  shipped  to  Iron  Curtain  countries  for  sterling. 
Very  little  subsidy  was  required  during  the  year  to  facilitate  exports. 
Storage  stocks  of  meat  during  February  1955  were  about  h&  million  pounds, 
carcass  weight,  and  were  not  considered  to  be  unmanageable. 

Consumer  demand  for  meat  continues  strong  with  a  high  level  of  busine 
activity  and  consumer  buying  power.    Production  of  better  quality  meat  dur 
-  ing  195^  was  relatively  small  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  such  types . 

CREDIT  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT 
IN  NICARAGUA 

Farmers  in  Nicaragua  may  obtain  credit  for  the  purchase  of  breeding 
6tock  and  for  making  such  physical  improvements  as  fencing,  construction 
of  silos  and  barns,  purchases  of  milking  equipment,  and  the  development 
of  new  grazing  land,  from  the  Institute  of  National  Development.  These 
loans  are  part  of  Nicaragua's  expanding  program  of  channeling  credit  to 
worthy  agricultural  and  industrial  enterprises  and  are  in  addition  to 
credit  for  development  of  the  coffee  industry  and  for  industrial 
development . 
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The  world  1/rice  harvest  of  1954-55  (August-July  j  is  cxc w  ed.,d  only  by 
the  record  crop  of  the  year  before,  according  to  the  second  estimate  of 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,,    Production  currently  is  estimated  at 
26l,7  billion  pounds  of  rough  rice,  2.7  percent  less  than  the  exception- 
ally good  yield  of  269. 0  billion  pounds  in  Ihe  preceding  season.  This 
year's  output  of  rice  is  17  percent,  above  the  postwar  average  (1945-46/ 
49-50)  period. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  countries  in  Asia,  rice  acreage  generally 
in  1954-55  continued  in  the  upward  trend  that  began  during  World  War  II. 
The  Asian  acreage  is  still  on  a  high  level,  although  around  4  million 
acres  below  last  year's  record,    Statistics  in  the  accompanying  table 
show  that  total  acreage  of  the  continents  other  than  Asia  has  increased 
every  year  since  1951-52. 

The  decline  this  year  in  world  production  compared  with  a  year  earlier 
is  the  result  of  a  smaller  harvest  in  Asia,  which  represents  88  percent  of 
the  world  crop,  excluding  Communist  China,  North  Korea,  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  Production  in  all  continents  other  than  Asia  again  exceeds  that  of 
the  preceding  year. 

The  Indian  rice  crop  appears  to  be  better  than  average,  despite  heavy 
devastation  from  floods  and  drought  in  northeastern  States  at  the  time  of 
planting.    Acreage  planted  was  less  than  in  the  unusually  good  season  for 
rice  in  the  year  before,  but  yields  in  south  India  were  high,  and  those  in 
the  flood  areas  were  better  than  expected  earlier  in  the  year.  Pakistan 
is  expected  to  harvest  a  near  record  rice  crop.    Much  of  the  rice  lost  in 
floods  at  the  time  rice  was  planted  was  resown,  and  yields  in  those  areas 
have  been  reported  good. 

The  latest  estimate  of  Japan's  1954  rice  harvest  is  around  3  percent 
less  than  indicated  earlier  in  the  season.    Although  production  increased 
substantially  over  the  small  1953  crop,  and  exceeded  slightly  average  out- 
put during  the  immediate  postwar  period  (1945-49)*  i"t  was  only  92  percent 
of  the  crop  of  2  years  ago. 

Drought  in  Thailand  is  reported  to  have  reduced  the  1954-55  production 
about  15  percent  from  the  year  before^    Acreage  planted  was  expected  to 
be  about  the  same,  but  lack  of  rain,  especially  in  north-eastern  areas, 
resulted  in  some  acreage  loss,  with  the  result  that  the  over-all  yields 
were  less  than  average.    This  smaller  harvest  should  have  an  important 
effect  on  Thailand's  disposal  problem  in  connection  with  accumulated  ex- 
ports supplies  from  the  1953-54  rice  crop  as  a  result  of  reduced  export  in 
19^  . 


1/  Excluding  Communist  China,  North  Korea,  and  the~Soviet  Union. 
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On  the  other  hand,  very  good  rice  yields  in  Burma  resulted  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  largest  rice  harvest  in  postwar  years.    As  a  result  of  rela- 
tivity large  exports  in  and  existing  contracts  with  importing  countries, 
however,  the  problem  of  rice-surplus  disposal  in  Burma  is  not  as  acute  as  in 
Thailand. 

Favorable  weather  for  rice  in  South  Korea  in  the  third  successive  year^ 
resulted  in  a  record  crop  from  an  area  indicated  to  be  about  the  same  as  in 
the  year  before.    Taiwan  is  expected  to  produce  a  near  record  harvest, 
almost  as  large  as  last  year's  peak  output.    Drought  in  the  Philippines 
during  the  planting  season  prevented  the  sowing  of  all  the  intended  acreage. 
Rice  production  therefore  was  k  percent  less  than  in  the  year  before.  Dry 
weather  in  some  areas  of  Malaya  prevented  the  planting  of  intended  increases 
in  rice  acreage,  yet  the  acreage  is  the  third  largest  on  record.  Droughts 
reduced  the  production  below  original  expectations.    Ceylon  is  continuing  to 
increase  rice  acreage,  and  production  this  year  may  approximate  the  record 
of  the  year  before. 

The  rice  crop  of  Europe  is  only  slightly  larger  than  the  preceding  year's 
record,  and  about  75  percent  more  than  in  the  postwar  average  period.  Moder- 
ately reduced  harvests  in  the    two  principal  producing  countries  of  Italy  and 
Spain,  and  also  in  France,  were  offset  by  increases  in  Greece  and  Portugal. 
Although  the  rice  acreage  of  Italy  and  Spain  was  maintained  at  last  year's 
record  level,  unfavorable  growing  weather  resulted  in  reduced  yields. 

Rice  acreages  in  Greece  and  Portugal  were  substantially  above  the  pre- 
ceding year's  reduced  area,  and  only  slightly  larger  than  the  previous ^ 
record  of  2  years  earlier.    In  addition,  per  acre  yields  were  substantially 
above  average. 

Increased  availability  of  water  in  Egypt  from  the  Mile  River  permitted 
the  planting  of  the  largest  area  in  rice  in  k  years,  and  unusually  high 
yields  resulted  in  a  crop  slightly  above  the  high  level  of  the  postwar 
average  period. 

Prospects  indicate  the  Western  Hemisphere  will  produce  another  record 
rice  crop  this  season.    The  second  estimate  of  the  195^-55  crop  places 
production  at  18,300  million  pounds  of  rough  rice  compared  with  the  previ- 
ous largest  harvest  in  the  year  before  of  16,600  million  pounds,  and  the 
postwar  average  (19U5-I+6/U9-50)  of  12,900  million  pounds.    This  will  be  the 
fourth  successive  year  in  which  a  record  rice  crop  will  be  produced. 

Most  of  the  North  American  rice  crop  has  been  harvested.    Despite  a 
downward  revision  in  the  production  of  the  United  States,  which  accounts 
for  about  80  percent  of  the  North  American  output,  a  record  rice  harvest 
is  being  completed  in  North  America  in  the  fifth  successive  year. 
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A  harvest  in  Mexico  11  percent  above  last  year  is  larger  than 
was  expected  earlier  in  the  season  because  of  gains  in  the  acreage  of 
Sinaloa  State.    Production  increased  also  in  Dominican  Republic  and  El 
Salvador.    Rice  acreage  in  Cuba  was  larger  than  in  1953;  but  yields  per 
acre  were  less  than  in  recent  years ;    Despite  the  harvesting  of  lower 
yields,  a  near  record  crop  is  being  produced  in  Cuba,  smaller  only  than 
that  of  last  year, 

Current  prospects  are  that  the  South  American  rice  crop  will 
exceed  that  of  a  year  earlier,    Acreage  in  Brazil  was  expected  to  in- 
crease again,  and  so  far  drought  conditions  such  as  prevailed  in  the 
2  previous  years  have  not  been  reported.    With  a  harvest  of  only  aver- 
age yields,  a  record  crop  should  be  produced. 

Dry  weather  in  Peru  prevented  the  planting  of  all  the  intended 
rice  acreage.    Although  production  will  be  larger  than  last  year's 
poor  crop,  it  probably  will  be  less  than  the  record  of  2  years  ago. 
New  rice  projects  in  Venezuela  resulted  in  a  marked  increase  in  rice 
acreage,  and  as  a  result  of  unusually  good  weather  better-than-average 
yields  per  acre  were  realized.    Rice  production  increased  in  Colombia, 
Chile  and  Uruguay.    T&C  crops  of  Argentina  and  possibly  Uruguay,  however, 
are  expected  to  show  a  moderate  decline. 

The  rice  acreage  of  Australia  is  about  the  same  as  last  year, 
and  growing  conditions  so  far  have  been  reported  satisfactory. 

This  is  one  of  a  "series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agri- 
cultural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in 
part  upon  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  United  States 
representatives  abroad, 

TURKEY'S  LEAF  TOBACCO 
EXPORTS  DOWN  IN  195^ 

Turkey's  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  195^  were  12  percent 
below  1953  exports       139  million  pounds  compared  with  158  million. 
Experts  to  the  United  States  which  had  been  very  low  early  in  195^  picked 
up  during  November  and  lecember  to  total  nearly  65  million  pounds,  which 
was  still  below  the  72  million  shipped  in  1953.    The  average  declared 
value  of  tobacco  taken  by  the  United  States,  which  increased  from  59.3 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  1952  to  6l.5  U,  S.  cents  in  1953,  rose  further  in 
195^  to  63.O  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 

Shipments  to  nearly  all  major  buyers  were  lower  in  195^  than  in 
1953.     Exceptions  to  this  were  greatly  increased  exports  to  the  Soviet 
Bloc,  up  209  percent  and  exports  to  France  and  Sweden,  up  12  percent  and 
85  percent,  respectively  over  1953 • 
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TURKEY:    Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco 


Country  of  Destination 

1953 

195^  1/  1 

Percent  Change 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
pounds  : 

Percent 

United  States  

West  Germany  

Soviet  Bloc  2/  

United  Kingdom  

Belgium.  

Finland  

France  

OWc  U.C  LI  9  *  ••««•••*#••»*•••«« 

Egypt  

Austria .... 

Spain  

Italy  

Switzerland  

Other  

72,115 
22,3^7 
7,962 
10,251 
5,655 
3,330 

9,505 

1,830 
6,821 
3,055 
5,^56 

6k,9kk 
12,221 
2U,62U 
10,766 
2,961 
2,M+3 

^,969 

:  M87 
2  107 

:  J/ 

:  1,^96 
:  9^3 
:  J+,091 

-  10 

-  h5 

+209 
+  5 

•            -  kS 
:             -  27 

:             +  12 

:             -  53 
:             -  k2 

I             -  78 
:             -  69 

Total  

;  158,088 

I  139,101 

!              -  12 

l/  Preliminary  figures, 
2/  East  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Poland,  Hungary,  Bulgaria,  and  Soviet 
Union. 

3/  If  any,  included  in  other. 


TOBACCO  TRADE  BARRIERS 
REVIEWED 


A  study  of  the  major  trade  barriers  to  United  States  leaf  tobacco 
exports  has  been  completed  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  This 
review  lists  the  specific  barriers  to  United  States  tobacco  trade  existing 
in  the  major  export  outlets.    It  is  available  to  persons  in  the  United 
States  upon  request  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,    D.  C. 


BURMA  PLANS  TO  INCREASE  PRODUCTION 
OF  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO 


The  Agricultural  and  Rural  Development  Corporation  of  Burma  announced 
recently  a  5-year  program  to  increase  the  acreage  of  flue-cured  tobacco 
and  attendant  facilities.    By  1958  they  plan  to  increase  production  to 
6,000  acres  per  year  and  to  construct  1,000  curing  stations  to  handle  the 
harvested  leaf. 


During  the  growing  season,  1952-53,  1,000  acres  were  planted  to  flue- 
cured;  in  1953-51*-,  1,200  acres  were  planted.    However,  the  Corporation  has 
an  active  program  and  a  liberal  budget  for  its  work  and  may  be  able  to  meet 
its  1958  target.    It  is  believed  that  domestic  production  of  ft,  OOO  acres 
of  flue-cured  tobacco  would  satisfy  Buvma's  requi vements . 
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Ut  3.  TUNG-  OIL  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  1954 

Imports  of  tung  oil  into  the  United  States  in  1954  increased  to  18,239 
short  tons,  the  largest  quantity  purchased  since  1950,  the  last  year  of  large 
imports  from  China.    A  record  quantity,  15,783  tons  or  87  percent  of  the  total, 
came  from  Argentina,  the  major  source  of  tung  oil  since  shipments  from  China 
vere  embargoed  in  December  1950.    Of  the  remainder,  2,059  tons  originated  in 
Paraguay  and  168  tons  in  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 


UNITED  STATES •    Tung  oil  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1951-1954 

(Short  tons) 


Country  of  origin 


Average 
1935-39 

1  1951 

1952 

1953 

195^  1/ 

1 

:  7,199 
;  352 
:  361 

i  11,596 
:  956 
2,1*7 

:  10,2*71 
:  1,028 

15,783 
2,059 

1 

8,412 

1^,699 

;  11,499 

:  17,842 

56,609 
if,  725 
134 

!  5,812*' 
:  851 

;  4 
:  30 

109 

6i,l*68 

6,665 

34 

109 

125 

2/ 

201, 

135 

3/  397 

61,595: 

15,077:  14,93*s 

11,743. 

18,239 

South  America: 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Paraguay  

Total  

Asia: 

China  

Hong  Kong  

Other  

Total  

Other  , 

Grand  total, 


of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland. 
Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  OLIVE  OIL 
UP  SUBSTANTIALLY 

Olive  oil  imports  into  the  United  S'cates  increased  substantially  in  1954. 
Edible  and  inedible  oil  purchases  totaled  32,6l6  short  tons,  or  40  percent  more 
than  in  1953.    Almost  one-half  of  the  30,684  tons  of  edible  oil  came  from 
Spain  and  one-fourth  from  Italy.    Imports  from  Spain,  Italy,  Tunisia,  Algeria 
and  France  were  all  considerably  larger  than  in  1953.    The  major  portion  of 
the  inedible  oil  originated  in  Portugal. 
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OLIVE  OIL,  EEIBLE  AND  INEDIBLE :    Imports  into  the  United  States, 
by  country  of  origin,  average  1935-39,  annual  1951-1954 

(Short  tons) 


Country  of  origin 


Algeria  .»«..««««*. ...o. 

France . « . . , , . ,  

French  Morocco. ....».., 

Italy....,  

Portugal , ,  

Spain. .......  , . 

Syria  and  Lebanon. 

Tunisia. , . »  t  

Turkey.  

Others  , , . 

Total  


Average 
1935-39 

1951 

1952  ' 

1953  1 

1954  1/ 

Edible  oil 

241 

503 
141 

:  1,534 
6,645 
:  44 
:  12,166 

:  1,151 
:  15 
20 

1,585 
948 

825 
8,150 
:  62 
.  15,214 

1  3,845 

55 

126 
2,432 

3 

2,452 
15,766 
183 
8,787 
18 
1,600 

'  38 

11 

305 

21 
5,518 
28 

13,678 
£/ 
546 
60 
61 

1,508 

9 

16 
7,083 
:  53 

12,953 

999 
77 
94 

31,405 

20,22b1 

22,793 

22,460 

30,684 

Inedible  oil 


3,996 

21 

:  1 

51 

!  42 

3 

:  20 

French  Morocco. ,...«<..: 

37 

44 

5,505 

16 

1,868 

1,930 

:  1,770 

1,101 

771 

1,763 

2,144 

:  77 

74 

22 

62 

134 

1,975 

27 

:  4 

9 

70 

ii 

17,724 

1,939 

1,221 

805 

1,932 

Total  edible  : 

49,129 

22,167 

24,C14 

23,265 

32,616 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

U.S.  FISH  OIL  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  AT  RECORD  LEVEL 


United  States  exports  of  fish  oils  reached  a  new  record  volume  in  1954  of 
70,817  short  tons,  an  increase  of  31  percent  from  the  previous  high  of  1953 • 
Most  of  the  oil,  as  in  previous  years,  went  to  Western  Europe  but  a  notable 
increase  occurred  in  exports  to  Canada.    Exports  to  the  Netherlands  were  nearly 
5  times  the  1953  level,  but  the  bulk  of  this  oil  probably  was  transhipped  to 
Western  Germany.    Exports  of  United  States  fish  oils  to  Switzerland  and  the 
United  Kingdom  were  up  from  the  year  before. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Fish  oil  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1951-5^ 
(Short  bons) 


Country  of  A 
destixiation            1  1 

verage  : 
93^-39  ;  ]-' 

-'51  ' 

1952    ;  i: 

 ,  ~  '  '-' 

953  1/  I 

1954  1/ 

NORTH  AI'lERiCAi  jj 

a 

0 

• 

t 
# 

J 

i 



s 

i 

"  -■  ■ 

British  West  Indies 
Canada  .««.•.,,.,,  „ , ,  „  „  t  .  • 

12  S 

45§ 
59? 

113s 

l;75^? 

71? 

63: 
5i 

keel 

100  f 

122  s 

v  • 

2,108S 

87: 
llfc: 
1? 

7,43l 
105 
107 

Total ..►.....,.,,..» 

•  -7557-  

71?  s 

2, 310: 

7,693 

SOUTH  AMERICA e .  .7™ 

 221  

_iio£ 

 6TT 

1^3 

EUROPE!"  '   

•  Belgium-Luxembourg, ,,.,«! 

8£ 

282? 

8: 

76Uj 

■France  

Netherlands ..,,....,,..„: 
Switzerland, 

Other  , . .  • 

19: 
126? 

15 : 
15  j 
10  s 
15; 
77; 

1,162 3 
6,0?0; 

6,02!+« 
4,514; 
4,027? 

*"  « 

149: 
6,232. 
220  j 
11,967: 

3,140- 

"  43i 

7: 

36,155: 
28  s 

6,913: 
1,606: 

3,H5: 

299: 
23: 

10,U8l 

85 

43,692 
1,102 

5,797 
1,376 

27 

Total 

30ue       22, 073: 

21,759? 

50. 910 : 

62,560 

ASIA;   

"/Philippines;  Republic  ofi 

66? 

Ihki 
7? 

546 , 
20? 

360: 
37: 

229 
51 

90; 

751^ 

566. 

897; 

280 

OTHER :.....,.«,  ,..<• 

19  s 

53: 

70 

Grand  total, j 

I/234  2  i 

23,079: 

54,233: 

2/  70,817 

1/      Preliminary.    2f  Includes 
been  designated, 

7-l  tons"  the' 

final  destination  of 

which  has  not  yet 

Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census 

NICARAGUAN  VEGETABLE  OIL 
INDUSTRY  EXPANDING 

Nicaragua  is  rapidly  expanding  its  vegetable  oil  industry,  according  to  in- 
formation available  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    One  firm  which  processes 
cotton  seed,  has  removed  all  of  its  old  expellers  and  has  installed  a  super-dual 
expeller.    Eventually,  it  will  have  2  of  these  large  expellers  in  operation.  Also, 
rthe  firm  has  ordered  the  necessary  filtering  and  purifying  equipment  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vegetable  lard.    The  hydrogenated  oils  will  be  imported  from  the  United 
States . 
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Another  small  factory,  which  formerJy  produced  only  soap,  is  expanding 
to  include  a  vegetable  lard  plant.    It  will  use  African  palm  oil  which  is 
obtained  from  the  east  coast.    It  is  anticipated  that  the  output  from  both 
of  these  factories  will  be  consumed  within  Nicaragua, 

The  expanded  facilities  for  processing  cotton  seed;  otherwise  ex- 
ported to  Japan,  provides  a  double  benefit  for  Nicaragua.    Cheaper  fats 
will  become  available  to  the  farmers  and  to  a  growing  feed-mixing  industry. 


FRENCH -EGYPTIAN  COTTON- (Continued  from  Page  285) 

Cotton  consumption  in  France  during  the  5-month  period  August-December 
1954  amounted  to  approximately  561,000  bales,  or  4  percent  more  than  con- 
sumption in  the  comparable  period  a  year  ago,    Consumption  of  United  States 
cotton  amounted  to  approximately  211,000  bales  in  August-December  of  both 
years,  38  percent  of  total  consumption  in  the  current  period  as  against 
39  percent  a  year  ago. 

Cotton  stocks  in  France  were  reported  at  374,000  bales  on  December  31, 
1954,  an  approximate  3-aonth  supply,  and  22  percent  higher  than  stocks  of 
307,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.    Stocks  of  United  States  cotton  on 
December  31,  195k,  were  101,000  bales  or  27  percent  of  the  total  as  compared 
with  stocks  of  71,000  bales  or  23  percent  of  the  total  on  December  31,  1953 . 

Prices  established  for  February  deliveries  by  the  Cotton  Import 
and  Distribution  Office  (GIRO)  in  fulfillment  of  allocations  are  shown 
below.    Prices  are  quoted  in  French  francs  per  kilogram  (350  francs 
equal  approximately  $1.00),  net  weight,  ex  CIRC  warehouse,  and  generally 
reflect  the  average  price  paid  by  GIRC  for  such  growth  during  the  preceding 
month. 

Cotton  prices  effective  February  ls  1955  l/ 

French  francs    Equivalent  U.  S. 
per  kilogram     cents  per  pound 

United  States  and  similar  growths: 

Strict  Middling  1  inch  rain-grown,   331  42.90 

Strict  Middling  1-1/8  inch  rain-grown...  3U9  45.23 

Egypt  and  similar  growths: 

Fully  Good  Ashmouni  2  (medium  staple)...  401  51-97 

Fully  Good  Giza  30  (medium  staple)   423  54.82 

Fully  Good  Karnak  155  (long  staple)   527  68,30 

Extra  Karnak  151  (extra  long  staple)   567  73.48 

Sea  Island: 

Antigua  (extra  long  staple)   7^0  90  72 

India-Pakistan : 

Bengal  Fine   264  34  21 

Pakistan  289F,  medium,  RG/SG  ....  324  la! 99 

1/  Source:    Bulletin  Officiel  des  Services  Aes  Prix  of  February  5,  1955.  
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EGYPTIAN  COTTON  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Egypt  in  the  first  5  months  ( August -D 90 ember)  of  the 
195^-55  crop  year  amounted  to  1*21,000  hales  (500  pounds  gross)  or  28  percent 
below  exports  in  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year,  according  to  A.  Abdul 
Gawad  and  J.  Fitzgerald,  American  Embassy,  Cairo.    Exports  during  August -Lee ember 
1953  amounted  to  584,000  bales.    Principal  destinations  of  Egyptian  cotton  in 
the  current  year  "were  France,  India,  Italy,  Western  Germany,  Japan,  the  U.S.S.R., 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  Poland. 

EGYPT:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries  of  destination; 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-49;  annual  1952  and  1953; 
August -Dec ember  1953  and  195^ 

 (Equivalent  bale s  of  300  pounds  groaa) 

:  Year  beginning  August  3.  


Country  of 
destination 


August -December 


1935-39 


Averages  


Austria,  ,  . : 

Belgium-Luxembourg . : 

Czechoslovakia  : 

France   . : 

Germany,  West  : 

Hungary . ,  : 

Italy.  : 

Netherlands ..,.,...: 

Poland  : 

Rumania. ....... c ... : 

Spain  .....: 

Sweden  ,  : 

Switzerland  : 

United  Kingdom  : 

Yugoslavia  : 

China  : 

India  ,   ..: 

Japan  . : 

United  States  : 

Soviet  Union  : 

Other  countries . . . , : 
Total  : 


1/ 


y 


1,000 
bales 

23.7 
17.8 

49.9 
238.7 
147,2 

18.3 
105,2 

5.5 
31.8 

^7.7 
2p,l 
12.8 

71.5 
592.3 

2/ 

24.2 

93.8 
1^3.  4 

49.5 

u 

38,9 

1,742 .3 


1/ 


1/ 


1,000 
bales 

2/ 
17.0 

52.5 
l6l.9 
2/ 
2/ 
163 '.8 

39,5 
16,2 

u 

25  .4 
17.0 
33.4 

n? 

il 
255.8 

2/ 
39.1 

82.4 


1952 


1^50.9 


1.000 
balea 

34.4 
21,8 
58.6 
291.2 
127.6 
26.8 
170.1 
47.2 
27.2 

k.e 

66.  4 
17.7 
67.5 
77.7 
17.6 

60.9 
213.7 
84.6 
8k.  k 
10k  ,2 
123.0 


1,727.2 


1953 


1,000 
bales 


1953 


1,000 
bales 


24.7 

8.0 

:  10.7 

22.8 

10.9 

:  10.8 

52.8 

11.4 

•  20.7 

210.3 

:  89.1 

57.9 

136.7 
2k. 9 

:  57-2 

38.3 

:  10.9 

:  6.0 

12k  .5 

:  5^.0 

:  41.3 

25.8 
k.G 

!  11.7 

:  7.5 

t  3/ 

:  21.1 

8.3 

:  3.2 

:  9.9 

1+1.8 

:  19.3 

:  19.4 

7.9 

:  6.9 

:  2.4 

67.6 

:  39.3 

:  18.9 

206.7 

i  87.5 

:  23.3 

15 .0 

!  7.2 

:            k  .0 

52.0 

:  12.3 

:  4.5 

217.3 

:  53.5 

:  48.1 

88.  k 

kk.O 

:  26.4 

68.9 

19.1 

11.2 

0 

0  ■ 

24.3 

8k  .0 

33.9: 

14.7 

1,405.0: 

5&K4': 

421.4 

1954 


1,000 
bales 


l/  3-year  average.    2/  If  any,  included  in  "Other  countries".    3/  I-®ss  than 
50  bales,    4/  ^-year  average. 

Source:    Monthly  Summary  of  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Egypt  and  official  reports, 

(Continued  on  Page  314) 
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INDIA  PERMITS  COTTONSEED  OIL 
EXPORTS  IN  SMALL  QUANTITIES 

The  Government  of  India  on  February  25  announced  its  decision  to  permit 
the  export  of  a  small  quantity  of  cottonsasd  oil  from  all  ports  until  the 
end  of  April  1955,  reports  C.  C.  Taylor,  Agricultural  Counselor,  American 
Embassy,  Nev  Delhi.  Maximum  exports  of  300  long  tons  (33&  short  tons)  of 
cottonseed  oil  villi  he  allowed  by  each  crusher  of  cottonseed  on  presenta- 
tion of  shipping  hills,  evidence  of  firm  sale  contract,  tax  paid  and  freight 
booked. 

In  a  separate  announcement,  issued  simultaneously  with  the  ahove,  the 
Government  imposed  an  export  tax  of  60  rupees  ($12 .60 )  per  long  ton  on 
cottonseed  oil. 

Very  little  cottonseed  oil  is  produced  in  India.    Previous  to  the-  above 
announcement,  exports  -were  prohibited. 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  CASTCR  OIL  DROP  SHARPLY; 
BEAN  IMPORTS  DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

Imports  of  castor  oil  into  the  United  States  declined  sharply  in 
195^  but  castor  bean  imports  were  only  slightly  less  than  in  1953.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  the  decline  is  that  the  current  national 
strategic  si     kpile  objective  for  castor  oil  has  "been  met  as  a  result  of 
the  production  and  procurement  program  for  castor  "beans,  in  effect  during 
each  of  the  past  h  years . 

Oil  imports  at  28,191  short  tons  vere  the  smallest  since  1950.  Takings 
from  Brazil,  the  major  source,  dropped  to  13,668  tons,  roughly  one-half  the 
tonnage  purchased  in  1953,  while  imports  from  India  of  9 ,2kk  tons  were  less 
than  one -half  those  of  the  previous  year. 

There  has  "been  a  virtually  steady  decline  in  castor  bean  imports 
from  the  record  high  of  197,225  tons  in  19*»1  to  5^,602  tons  in  195^-  The 
hulk  of  the  195^  beans,  ^2,009  tons,  came  from  Brazil.    Most  of  the  re- 
mainder came  from  Ecuador  (9,6ll  tons)  and  Haiti  (2,6lk  tons).    India  has 
prohibited  the  export  of  beans  during  the  past  2  years. 

Imports  of  beans  and  oil  in  terms  of  "bean  equivalent  totaled  about 
117,250  tons,  or  kO  percent  less  than  the  record  total  of  about  198,500 
tons,  bean  basis,  imported  in  1953.    The  United  States  in  the  world's 
leading  importer  of  caatorr  "boerm  arwl  oaotor  oil. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Castor  bean  imports,  averages 
1935-39  and  annual  1951-54 


3  ('8 


(Short  tons) 


Country  of  origin 


North  America 


El  Salvador 

Haiti,  

Other •«,.,„ 
Total , 
South i America 

Argentina- . 

Brazil  

Ecuador .... 

Paraguay . , . 
Total . 
Euroge,  ,,.«>,,, 
Asia : 

ChlHQ  1  1  1  a  «  1 

India  , 

Other ...  

Total . 

A."^^  -*-Ccl  t  »  c  •  ft  «  0 

Grand  total 


1935-39 


j^rage 


133 

II 

T4£ 


269 
61,1+56 

6 

"61T731 


112 
1,960 
2,488 
4^60 


21 


19U5P+9 


13c 

2;  729 
_29 
15 


13^,752 
1,1+13 

102 
136,483 


5£3 

2 


1951 


283 
5^  375 

J>>79i 


50,821 

 565 

55,693 


391 
8,463 
2,826 

:_ij9i 
ism 


195^ 


163 
4,501 


4.791 


39/230 

6,279 
IIS 

Tr-T, 


5,117 

i  u*k 

12^ 
2j~~  7)'070 

70,491 


1953  1/ 


271 
3,7L5 
•^26 


331 


391 

25,041 

8,296 


33775?" 


486 


6^138. 

"S,i38«; 


3/  ,12,711 


c"j-33 


si 


1954  1/ 


2,614 

95 


2/T29 


42,009 
9  611 


51,620 


221 
221 


^2 


'54,602 


UNITED  STATES:    Castor  oil  imports,  averages 
1935-39  and  1945-^9,  annual  1951-54 

(Short  cons) 


Country  of  origin 


Morth  America. 
South  America? 

Argentina  

Brazil.  

Paraguay  , , . , 

Peru.  

Uruguay , . . f  

Total  

Europ_e  

Asia; 

India  

Thailand   . . , 

Other  

Total ««......,, 

Africa. . . ,  

Grand  total 


1935-39 


Average 


42 


^2 


1.13 


19^5^49 
'  253 

154 

2,171 
12 

31 


84 

£5 


151 


.1 

2JI2 


1951 


31 

104 
34,8^8 

349 
44 

% 


7,156 
161 


7,317 


0 


44,566 


1952 


104 

456 
23,595 
378 
167 


24,596 


10,925 


20,200 


20,200 


J8 


55,903 


1953  1/ 


36 

348 
26,425 
1,229 
22 
266 
"28,290 


10,643 


23,305 
376 


23,6Bl 


919 


637569. 


1954  1/ 


32 

371 
13,668 

399 
84 


1^,52?" 


9,244 
320 


9,5#T 


508 


26,191 


1/  Preliminary.  2J~  Include s  3 , 281"  tons  from  Ethiopia;  the  remainder  from 
British  East  Africa  and  Angola.  3/  Includes  4,382  tons  from  British  East 
Africa,  2,807  tons  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  2,374  tons  from  Angola. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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U.  S.  PEANUT  IMPORT  QUOTA 
INCREASED  BY  PRESIDENT 

A  proclamation  issued  "by  the  President  on  March  9,  1955,  perm±ts_ an 
additional  51  million  pounds  of  peanuts,  averaging  more  than  hO  kernels 
Per  ounce,  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States  or  withdrawn  from  ware- 
house from  that  date  until  June  30,  1955,  the  end  of  the  current  quota 
year.    Entries  of  such  peanuts  would  be  subject  to  a  tee  of  2  cents  per 
pound,  in  addition  to  the  regular  import  duty. 

The  President's  action  was  based  upon  the  United  States  Tariff 
Commission's  report  of  its  investigation  into  peanuts.    It  was  deemed 
necessary  because  the  present  annual  peanut  import  quota  of  WWr™ 
pounds,  effective  July  1,  1953,  had  been  exhausted  and  Unite dj3 oat es 
reaujrements  for  peanuts  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  quo ^a  year 
could  not  be  met  except  by  additional  imports.    Last  year's  domestic 
peanut  crop  was  greatly  reduced  by  drought.    The  51  million  pounds  repre- 
sents a  reasonable  estimate,  based  upon  the  study  by  the  Tariff  Commission, 
of  the  prospective  need  for  additional  peanut  imports  during  the  remcind.r 
of  the  current  quota  year. 

The  President's  proclamation  applies  to  peanuts ,  shelled,  blanched, 
salted,  prepared,  or  preserved  (including  roasted  peanuts,  but  not 
including  peanuts  not  shelled  or  peanut  butter).    Such  peanuts  are  sub- 
ject to  an  import  duty  of  7  cents  per  pound. 

The  Tariff  Commission's  investigation  was  made  under  Section  22  of 
the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act,  as  amended,  upon  a  complaint  fixed  by 
the  domestic  users  of  peanuts. 

The  United  States  exported  68,619  short  tons  of  shelled  peanuts  in 
195U.    (See  Foreign  Cropj  and  Markets,  March  lk,  3955.)    However,  95  per- 
cent of  the  to^r"irr;cfts"vere  shipped  in  the  first  half  of  the  year* 
before  it  became  evident  that  the  domestic  crop  in  1954  would  toe  seveieiy 
reduced  by  drought. 


U.  S.  COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL  IMPORTS 
INCREASE j  COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Copra  imports  into  the  United  States  during  195^  increased  to  336,329 
short  tons,  the  largest  volume  since  1951-    This  tonnage  also  was  per- 
cent  greater  than  average  imports  during  the  prewar  (1935-39;  Pe^i0^' 
Coconut  oil  imports  at  70,00?  tons,  though  slightly  larger  than  m  ^J, 
represented  only  kO  percent  of  prewar  imports.    In  terms  of  copra  equiva- 
lent, imports  totaled  1^7,^50  tons,  about  k  percent  more  than  inp- 
All  of  the  coconut  oil  and  virtually  all  of  the  ecpra  c&me  from  the 
Republic  of  the  Philippine b. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Copra  imports  by  country  of 
origin,  average  1935-39,  annual  1952-1951* 


(Short  tons) 


Country  of                     •  Average 
origin                        :  1935-^9 

1952  ; 

1953  1/  : 

195^  1/ 

North  America                                   •  253 

Asia:  ; 

Philippines,  Republic  of  :  217,620 

Other   . 

:  322,282: 

322,958 

:  33^,119 

322,282 

322,958 

:  336,119 

Auetra.l?_a  end  Oceania:  : 
Western  Pacific  Islands  : 

3,123 

;  110 

210 

3.123 

110 

:  210 

325^05:  323,068 

336,329 

1/  Preliminary . 


UNITED  STATES:    Coconut  oil  imports  by  country  of 
origin,  average  1935-39,  annual  1952-195^ 

(Short  tons) 


Country  of 
origin 


Average 
1935-39 

:  1952 

I  1953  1/ 

;  195^  1/ 

h 

;  1 

k 

1 

6 

171.3^7 

60,138 

:  5^9 
61,725 

70,007 

171,353 

60,138. 

62,274. 

70,007 

1: 

2/  6,5^4: 

171,358: 

60,139: 

68  818: 

70,007 

North  America; 

Canada  

Other  

Total . , 


Asia": 

Ceylon  

Philippines,  Republic  of 

Total  , 

Other   , 

Grand  total   • 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  5,804  tons  from  the  Netherlands. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Coconut  oil  exports  from  the  United  States  declined  somewhat  in  1951* . 
Crude  oil  exports  amounted  to  4,7^5  tons  or  15  percent  less  than  in  1953; 
refined  oil  exports  came  to  only  878  tons--down  5  percent  from  1953- 

Almost  two-thirds  of  the  crude  oil  -was  sent  to  Cuba,  the  remainder 
going  almost  entirely  to  South  and  Central  American  countries.    While  sales 
to  Cuba  were  up  ~f rom  195  3  by  10  percent,  those  to  Colombia  dropped  by  one-hali 
Furthermore,:  shipments  to  Canada,  normally  an  important' market,  declined  to 
only  30  tons.    About  60  percent  of  the  refined  oil  went  to  other  North 
American  countries'--Canada,  Cuba  and  Guatemala,  largely — and  most  of  the 
remainder  to  South  American  destinations. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Crude  coconut  oil  exports  by  country 
of  destination,  average  1935-39,  annual  1952-1954 

(Short  tons) 


Countrv  of  destination 

:  Average 

!  1Q52 

1953  1/ 

195k  1/ 

North  America: 

:  3,080 

:  4,840 

:  968 

30 

:  9^5 

:  2,k6k 

2,772 

3,049 

:  64 

:  319 

:  143 

:  406 

:  358 

:  32 

:  5 

- 

:  234 

60? 

:  61 

:  158 

:  4,681 

8,264 

3,949 

3,643 

South  America: 

!  39 

!  5,^90 

:  1,592 

791 

'  5k 

:  979 

; 

263 

:  14 

:          208  • 

:  30 

:  41 

:  23 

12 

32 

!  7 

:  130 

6,732 

1,65^ 

1,102 

:  k05 

55 

11 

k 

1 

5,221 

:  15,051 

5,614  : 

4,745 

UNITED  STATES:    Refined  coconut  oil  exports  by  country 
of  destination,  average  1935-39,  annual  1952-1954 

(Short  tons) 


Country  of  destination 


Average 
1935-39 


1952 


1953  1/ 


1954  1/ 


North  America: 
Canada. . . . . , 

Cuba  , 

Guatemala.., 

■   Other  , 

Total. , 
South  America 
'  Colombia.  .  . , 
Ecuador 

Peru  , 

Venezuela. . , 

Other  , 

Total. , 

Europe : 
Iceland. 

Other  , 

Total . , 
ABia:  , 


■Australia  and  Oceania 
Grand  total 


159 
667 
19 
152 


997 


7 
6 
8 

70 


91 


83 
630 


713 


11 


I 


1,014 
155 
56 
76 


1,301 


1,321 
72 
147 
56 
37 

SSI 


922 

8 


930 
lB" 


252 
107 
11 
3 


373 


86 
28 
48 
9k 
20 


276 


273 


273 


226 
178 
108 
24 


536 


28 
98 
22 
kl 
32 


227 


61 
1 


"6T 
T 


924 


2/  m 


1/  Preliminary.  ^J" Includes "47 tons  the  final  destination  of  v 
yet  been  designated. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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FRENCH  WEST  AFRICAN  PEANUT  PRODUCTION 
BELOW  1951* 

Production  of  peanuts  in  French  West  Africa  in  1954-55  probably  will  be 
less  than  last  year,  particularly  in  Senegal,    Indications  continue  to 
point  toward  marketings  of  approximately  1/  575,000  to  650,000  short  tons, 
in  the  shell,  as  compared  with  780,000  tons  last  year  (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  of  December  20,  195 page  696 . 

In  Senegal,  only  about  29^-,  000  short  tons  were  marketed  in  the  first 
ten  weeks  (ending  February  24)  of  the  195^-55  season.    On  the  same  date 
last  year  about  452,000  tons  had  been  marketed.    Trade  estimates  are 
that  the  total  marketed  this  year  in  Senegal  will  be  between  about  397 > 000 
and  430,000  tons  as  compared  with  about  612,000  tons  marketed  last  year. 
Lower  production  is  reported  to  have  been  due  in  part  to  rosette  disease, 
but  mainly  to  unfavorable  distribution  of  rainfall  in  the  planting  season. 

Crushers  have  been  allocated  364,000  tons  (unshelled)  of  the  Senegal- 
Soudan  crop  which  is  about  11,000  tons  less  than  they  crushed  in  1954 • 
Deducting  this  quantity  from  the  total  estimated  marketings  this  year, 
French  West  African  peanut  export  availabilities  are  estimated  at  not 
more  than  210,000  to  275 > 000  tons  as  compared  with  about  400,000  tons 
available  for  export  as  peanuts  in  195*+ • 

Reports  also  indicate  the  shelling  outturn  and  oil  content  are  lower 
this  year  than  last  year.    Consequently,  oil  production  from  the  3^4,000 
tons  of  peanuts  allocated  to  Senegal  crushers  may  be  less  than  110,000 
tons  normally  to  be  expected  from  crushing  this  amount  of  peanuts,  Crushers 
will  again  operate  at  about  out -third  of  capacity. 

In  addition  to  the  allocation  to  crushers,  peanut  exporters  have  been 
out  under  new  limitations.    Exporters  will  be  licensed  to  export  only 
their  proportionate  amount  of  the  peanuts  available  in  excess  of  the 
crusher's  allocation,  based  on  their  exports  in  previous  years. 

Action  has  also  been  taken  to  control  prices.    Crushers  will  pay 
from  the  equivalent  of  l/  6,09  to  6.48  cents  per  pound  for  Senegal  pea- 
nuts and  9*7  to  9»8  cents  for  Soudan  peanuts  at  their  oil  mills,  depend- 
ing on  proximity  to  ocean  shipping,    A  minimum  export  price  of  12.1  cents 
and  a  maximum  of  12,4  cents  per  pound,  shelled,  delivered  in  bulk  at 
metropolitan  ports,  has  been  established.    For  unshelled  peanuts  the 
export  price  may  not  exceed  9«3  cents  per  pound  in  bulk,  and  for  refined 
peanut  oil  the  export  price  may  not  exceed  23.3  cents  per  pound,  delivered 
at  metropolitan  ports. 

1/  Metric  tons  converted'to  short" tons'.     Pr i c es"Th~f rahc s"  CF A~ c on v e rted 
to  cents  per  pound  at  the  rate  of  175  francs  CFA  to  U.  S.  $1.00 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  FEBRUARY 

Philippine  copra  exports  during  February  totaled  66,179  long  tons, 
an  increase  of  11  percent  from  the  previous  month  and  32  percent  from 
February  195**.    Total  shipments  during  January -February  1955  amounted  to 
125,962  tons  or  one-fourth  more  than  the  100,371  tons  exported  in  the 
comparable  period  of  195**. 

The  breakdown  of  the  February  copra  exports  by  country  of  estination 
is  as  follows:    United  States--23 ,936  tons  (Atlantic -793,  Gulf 277, 
Pacif ic-18,866) ;  Denmark --3,000;  Germany- -500;  the  Netherlands- -21, 800 ; 
Sweden — 1,000;  Europe,  unspecif ied--7,500;  Lebanon — 200;  Israel--!, 500; 
Colombia- -5, 5*+ 3,  and  Venezuela- -1,200  tons. 

February  exports  of  coconut  oil  amounted  to  5,**21  tons  compared  with 
5,****9  tons  in  January  and  *f,978  tons  in  February  195**.    The  January -February 
aggregate  was  10,870  tons  against  8,4^1  tons  in  195**.    The  entire  quantity 
of  oil  shipped  in  February  went  to  the  United  States  (Atlantic) . 

On  a  copra  equivalent  basis,  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  January 
through  February  of  this  year  totaled  1^3,216  tons  or  26  percent  more  than 
the  113,769  tons  exported  in  the  same  months  of  195**. 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid -March  was  $l6o,00    per  short  ton, 
c.i.f .  Pacific.    Local  buying  prices  in  Manila  were  26.00  to  29.00  pesos 
per  100  kilograms.     ($132.09  to  $1**7.33)  per  long  ton. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA'S  195*4  EXPORTS  OF 
PEANUTS  UP;  PEANUT  OIL,  PALM  PRODUCTS  DOWN 

Exports  of  both  shelled  and  unshelled  peanuts  from  French  West  Africa 
increased  in  195**?  totaling  259,953  and  Ul,990  short  tons,  respectively, 
against  218,986  and  28,^79  tons  in  1953.  reports  Doyle  V.  Martin,  Vice  Consul, 
American  Consulate  General,  Dakar. 

Peanut  oil  exports,  however,  were  down  about  5  percent  and  amounted  to 
103,075  tons.    Exports  of  palm  kernels  -  89,5^8  tons,  and  palm  oil  -  15,880 
tons,  also  declined  from  respective  1953  shipments  of  9**,**5^  &nd  18,011  tons. 
Other  exports  in  195**  included  shea  nuts,  9,133  tons;  shea  butter,  1,393 
tons;  castor  beans,  862  tons;  sesame  seed,  *f6l  tons;  and  peanut  oil  cake, 
1^0,022  tons.    As  usual, the  bulk  of  the  exports  went  to  France  and  the  French 
Union.    An  exception,  however,  was  the  purchase  by  England  and  the  Scandi- 
navian countries  of  more  than  half  of  the  oil  cake  exported. 

The  current  situation  with  regard  to  production  and  availabilities  for 
export  of  peanuts  is  discussed  in  a  separate  article  "French  West  African 
Peanut  Production  Below  195**"  on  page  312,  of  this  issue  of  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets. 
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Official  figures  of  palm  oil  production  represent  production  of  oil  wills 
and  the  limited  quantities  marketed  by  native  producers.    Production  of  palm 
oil  and  palm  kernels  by  the  palm  oil  factories  constructed  by  the  Research 
Institute  for  Oils  and  Oil  Products  (IRHO)  reached  10,500  and  7,790  tons, 
respectively,  in  195^.    These  figures  compare  with  U,7&0  tons  of  palm  oil  and 
3,650  tons  of  palm  kernels  during  1953  when  all  of  the  factories  were  not  yet 
in  operation.    The  plants  have  a  total  capacity  of  about  17,600  tons  of  palm 
oil  per  year,  and  IRHO  hopes  that  factory  production  during  1955  will  be 
in  excess  of  1^,000  tons. 

The  difference  between  the  c.i.f .  sales  price  of  palm  oil  from  French 
West  Africa  and  -chat  of  the  Belgian  Congo  has  decreased.    Moreover,  the  cost 
of  oi].  mill  operations  and  processing  operations  arc  more  comparable  because 
of  the  increasing  output  and  improved  techniques  this  year.    However,  accord- 
ing IRHO,  the  price  paid  to  the  native  producer  for  raw  material  is  100  per- 
cent more  in  French  West  Africa  than  in  the  Congo,  and  consequently  palm 
oil  cannot  be  produced  at  competitive  prices. 

By  a  decree  published  January  22,1955,  the  Government  General  removed 
completely  the  exit  tax  on  unrefined  palm  oil  of  types  I  and  II.    The  tax 
on  other  tyoos  of  palm  oil  remains  at  3  percent. 

As  with  oil  palm  products,  production  figures  for  shea  nuts  and  shea 
butter  are  unavailable.     In  the  past,  prices  for  shea  nuts  have  remainded  so 
low  as  to  discourage  harvesting  the  nuts  for  other  than  home  crushing  and 
local  sale  of  the  butter. 

During  the  past  year,  however,  IRHO  has  been  experimenting  with  ma- 
chinery to  improve  extraction  methods.    It  now  claims  to  have  developed  a 
simple  press  capable  of  extracting  shea  butter  up  to  kO  percent  by  weight  of 
the  nuts.    While  this  method,  if  proved  successful,  will  have  little  effect  on 
the  export  situation,  it  would  double  the  returns  from  the  present  native 
methods  and  make  considerable  more  shea  butter  available  for  local  consumption. 

With  some  slight  modification,  it  is  estimated  that  the  presses  shoull 
be  capable  of  producing  150  pounds  of  butter  per  day.    Also,  each  machine 
should  cost  less  than  $3,000  at  the  factory. 


EGYPTIAN  COTTON  EXPORTS— (Continued  from  Page  306) 

The  Council  of  Ministers  announced,  after  a  special  meeting  in  February, 
that  the  Government  intended  to  maintain  the  cotton  policy  followed  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  season,  and  that  there  would  be  no  changes  in 
prices  6r  fixed  premiums  and  discounts.    It  was  declared  that  the  cotton 
market  was  sound  and  that  the  Egyptian  Cotton  Commission  (ECC)  would 
maintain  its  schedule  of  prices  to  growers.    It  was  also  decided  to  post- 
pone the  final  ginning  date  for  one  month,  or  until  March  15  for  Upper 
Egypt  and  to  the  end  of  March  for  Lower  Egypt.    Estimated  ginnings  (including 
scarto  or  waste)    for  the  period  September  1,  195^  to  January  31;  1955; 
amounted  to  1,088,000  bales,  or  7  percent  less  than  the  comparable  figure 
of  1,173,000  bales  a  year  ago. 
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The  second  official  estimate  of  Egypt's  195^-55  cotton  crop  places 
production  at  1,1*92,000  bales  or  2  percent  above  the  1953-5^  crop  of 
1,1*61,000  bales.    Domestic  consumption  of  cotton  from  September  1,  195^ 
through  January  31,  1955  has  been  running  approximately  the  same  as  last 
year  or  about  30,000  bales  per  month.    Consumption  in  1953 -5*»  ™as  325,000 
bales . 

Egypt's  cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  195**,  were  estimated  at  1*95,000  bales, 
or  ko  percent  less  than  stocks  of  81*5,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.  The 
reduction  in  exports  this  year,  however,  has  resulted  in  larger  stocks  than 
those  of  a  year  ago.    On  February  9,  1955,  stocks  of  1,236,000  bales  -were 
only  13  percent  below  the  1,1*15,000  bales  held  on  February  10,  195^- 

Increased  exportation  of  cotton  to  France  is  expected  -within  the  next 
several  months,  as  a  result  of  a  new  temporary  payments  arrangement  to 
reduce  Egypt's  debit  balance  in  the  French  clearing  account  by  exports  of 
Ashmouni  and  Giza  30  cotton  at  a  fixed  exchange  premium  of  6%  percent  for 
French  francs.    The  arrangement  which  was  announced  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  in  late  February  is  planned  to  reduce  the  debit  balance  from  £E  6.9 
million  ($19,700,000)  on  January  15,  1955,  to  the  permissible  level  of  LE 
k  million  ($11,1*00,000). 

A  moderate  decline  in  cotton  prices  in  Egypt  in  the  first  two  weeks  of 
March  was  the  result  of  price  declines  on  the  New  York  market  since  Egyptian 
prices  are  based  on  the  New  York  futures  quotations.    Spot  quotations  in 
Alexandria  on  March  10,  1955,  as  compared  with  February  10,  1955  were  as 
follows: 


Comparison  nf  cotton  spot  price  quotations  in  Alexandria 
for  March  10,  and  February  10,  1955-  \J 


Quality 

March  10,  1955  1 

!  February  10,  1955 

(in  equivalent  U.S 

cents  per  pound) 

Ashmouni,  FG  

1*1*. 31 

1*5.10 

Ashmouni,  Good  

1*0,85 

:  1*1.61* 

Ashmouni,  FGF  

;  38.5^ 

39.33 

Karnak,  FG  

:            55.90  i 

56.89 

Karnak,  Good  

:  50.71 

:  51.69 

Karnak,  FGF  

;  1*7.25 

s  1)8.23 

Entitlement  Accounts  permit  Egyptian  cotton  exporters  to  offer  cotton 
at  prices  in  approved  currencies,  below  thoae-  quoted  by  the  Commission 
Quotations  include  export  tax  of  5.88  cents  for  Ashmouni  cottons,  and 
tax  of  8.77  cents  for  K"«x-tiak  cottons. 


March  21,  1955 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


316 


ARGENTINE  TUNG  OIL  ENTERING  U,  S. 

MAY  HAVE  REACHED  TWO -THIRDS  OF  "QUOTA" 

Argentine  exports  of  tung  oil  to  the  United  States  during  February 
1955  are  reported  preliminarily  at  110  short  tons.    Exports  in  the  5-month 
period  October  195^  through  February  1955,  which  presumably  would  enter 
the  United  States  in  November -March,  amounted  to  7,57^  "tons  on  the  basis 
of  the  preliminary  data  now  available.    This  tonnage  is  over  two-thirds 
the  total  agreed  maximum  of  21.8  million  pounds  (10,900  tons)  that  may 
enter  the  United  States  from  Argentina  during  the  U.  S.  marketing  year 
ending  October  31,  1955.    (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  2h,  1955.) 

Paraguayan  exports  of  tung  oil  to  the  United  States  during  February 
amounted  to  139  tons.    This  is  the  first  reported  shipment  from  that 
country  during  the  October  195 ^-February  1955  period  and  represents  over 
1C  percent  of  the  maximum  2.6  million  pounds  (1,300  tons)  that  may  enter 
this  country  from  Paraguay  during  this  marketing  year. 

The  Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute  (lAPl)  recently  has  sold  on 
sterling  or  dollar  contracts  1,98!+  tons  of  tung  oil  allegedly  destined 
for  England  and  220  tons  destined  for  Germany. 

(Editor's  note:    United  States  imports  of  tung  oil  from  Argentina  during 
the  period  November  195^-March  1955  are  estimated  at  lk.9  million  pounds 
on  the  basis  of  official  import  statistics  for  November-December  and 
Argentine  exports  to  the  United  States  during  December-February.) 


PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  upon  request  from  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Marketing  U.S.  Dairy  and  Poultry  Products  Abroad.    Summary  of 
remarks  by  Gustave  Burmeister,  FAS  Assistant  Administrator, 
Marketing  Development,  before  Pacific  Dairy  and  Poultry 
Association. 

Cocoa— World  Situation  Report.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FCB-C  2-55- 

Angolan  Sisal  Production  Decreases  in  Jggk ,    Foreign  Agri- 
culture Circular  FVF  2-55. 

Denmark:  Surplus  Producer  of  Egg  and  Poultry  Products,  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FPE  1-55 • 


31?  Foreign  Crops  and  Maries ts  "Vol.  70,  No. 

Miscellaneous  Tobacco  Development 3 ,    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FT  9-55 

Brazilian  Coffee  Situation.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCOF-C  2-55. 


LATE  NEWS 


Indonesia's  exports  of  copra  in  December  amounted  to  15,909  long 
tens  net  •weight,  according  to  preliminary  official  statistics  transmitted 
"by  the  American  Embassy,  Djakarta.    The  breakdown  of  the  December  copra 
exports  by  country  of  destination  is  as  follows:    Germany- -2, Ooi;  Swsden-- 
1,500;  Malaya  (Penang) --2.1*33;  £ingapore--5 ,978;  and  Japan--3,937  tons, 

Total  shipments  for  the  year  195**  amounted  to  292,1.62  tons,  a  de- 
crease of  2  percent  from  the  299,104  tone  exported  in  1953- 


Cotton  mill  consumption  in  Canada  during  February  1955  amounted 
to  31,000  bales  (500  pounds  grosa)  increasing  11  percent  from  the  23.000 
bales  consumed  in  January,  and  24  percent  higher  than  the  25,000  bales 
consumed  in  February  195**.    Consumption  for  the  7-month  period  August- 
February  195** -55  amounted  to  204,000  bales,  or  13  percent  higher  than  the 
l9l,000  bales  consumed  in  August -February  1953-5**  • 

The  current  improvement  in  the  Canadian  textile  industry  represents 
a  partial  recovery  to  levels  of  earlier  years,  inasmuch  as  consumption 
of  305,000  bales  in  August-July  1953-54  "was  -well  "below  that  of  any  other 
post-war  year.    The  ten-year  average  consumption  for  crop  yearo  1944-45 
through  1953-5^  "was  378,000  bales.    Consumption  m  1953-5**  >?as  19  percent 
belo-w  this  average.    The  United  States  is  the  major  source  of  cotton  used 
by  the  Canadian  mills. 


Canadian  potato  growers  as  of  March  1  report  Intentions  to  plant 
309.000  acres,  compared  with  296. 000  in  1951*,-  and  321,000  in  1953, 
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